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thank you to the New Hartford Board of
Education for their leadership and commitment
to every student in the district.

The end of the 2020-2021 school year is fast
approaching. The last day of the school year is
June 11, 2021 and dismissal will be at 1:00 PM
for all schools. It has been a school year we will
never forget. We are so proud of all of our
students who have met every challenge
presented to them over the last year. The
resiliency our students have demonstrated is
truly inspiring. Students have successfully
mastered many different learning models. We
would also like to express a heartfelt thank you to
all of the parents who supported in-person
learning over the course of the school year. Your
commitment to the mitigation efforts during the
pandemic allowed the district to offer a
continuity of learning throughout the year.
Finally, a special thank you to all of the staff in
the district whose singular focus was on the well
being of every child. The staff was unified in
providing academic and social/emotional
supports throughout the entire school year. We
continue to be blessed to work with your child,
and our staff is committed to providing the best
educational opportunities for every student in
the district.
I am pleased to inform you the New Hartford
Public Schools’ budget was approved at town
referendum in May. I would like to thank
everyone for all of their support during the
budget process. The district will be able to meet
the needs of every student and continue to
provide robust learning opportunities. We will
continue to invest in our school infrastructure to
provide a safe learning environment. A special

The implementation of our new math
program this year, Illustrative Math was a
tremendous success. The new K-5 program is
fully aligned to the Connecticut Core Math
Standards. The program builds on conceptual
understanding and fluency. Illustrative Math
requires application of math standards to solve
problems.

The district will continue to invest in
technology based learning. We will continue to
offer every student a Chromebook next school
year. We have been preparing for this scenario
for several years. We will continue to replace
antiquated electronic devices and purchase
additional Promethean Boards for classrooms.
These smartboards have amplified sound
instructional practices and improved student
engagement. We have also increased our
software catalogue that has helped differentiate
instruction throughout the district. Our various
software investments and new platforms have
improved access for students.
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The district continues to focus on improving
school climate. This school year has crystallized
the social and emotional needs of our students.
The implementation of our RULER approach has
helped students recognize and regulate their
emotions with helpful strategies. This approach
helps students understand the causes and
consequences of emotions. The implementation
of this new approach has been extremely
successful. We will continue to enhance this
powerful approach next school year. There is an
article on RULER in the ensuing pages of this
newsletter.

The district’s new 6th grade Advanced
Manufacturing program was a resounding
success again this past year. The district
expanded this exciting program to the 5th grade
this year. The district partnered with Goodwin
University to offer an interactive experience

that focuses on engineering, math, science and
technology skills. Students learned high school
level skills that will help them throughout their
educational career. We will be purchasing
additional equipment to help students enhance
their experience in this innovative program next
year.

The 2020-2021 school year was a
memorable year that has made our school
community stronger by working together. Our
focus will continue to bolster initiatives that
improve the learning opportunities we offer to
students. We have the most dedicated, talented
staff who are committed to seeing your child
flourish. The success of the New Hartford
Public Schools is due to the collaboration of
students, parents, and staff. We are honored to
be given the responsibility of educating your
child every day, and we will continue to do our
best every day to meet the needs of your
children. I hope you have a fantastic summer!
Better days are ahead!
Sincerely,
Brian Murphy
Superintendent of Schools
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Scientific Mysteries in New Hartford
For the past few years,
New Hartford Public
School
students
in
grades K-6 have been
learning science based
on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS),
which were adopted by the state of Connecticut in
2015. The aim of the NGSS is to move toward
science instruction that is based in real world
contexts and engages students in deep discussions
about science. Science and engineering processes
are embedded in all work that students do.
Additionally, they investigate naturally occurring
phenomena and conduct investigations based on
their own questions and ideas. Students work with
others to solve problems, explain their thinking,
and design solutions supported by evidence-based
reasoning.
This year, students in kindergarten
through grade 5 have used a
program called Mystery Science.
This online platform incorporates
engaging video lessons with
hands-on experiences to make
science meaningful and exciting for
students. All content is fully aligned
to the NGSS, so students at every
grade level are learning the science
in the way it was intended.
All lessons in Mystery Science are based on the 5E
Instructional Model, which includes the following:
● Engage with short introduction videos;
● Explore through hands-on activities;
● Explain thinking and connections through
discussion;
● Elaborate with extension activities to learn
more; and
● Evaluate learning with assessment and
reflection.
#newhtfd follow us on Twitter
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Perhaps your child has
come home talking
about Rube Goldberg,
finding whales in a
desert, or a summer
ice storm. These are all
concepts our students
learn about in the
units
in
Mystery
Science. For example,
in
the
Energizing
Everything unit in grade 4 students studied
energy, motion, and electricity. They learned
about heat, potential, and kinetic energy. They
discovered how energy is transferred from one
object to another when they built chain reaction
machines. Meanwhile, grade 5 students were
excited to create magic potions and discover why
some things explode during the Chemical Magic
unit. They were
introduced
to
chemical reactions,
acids, bases, and
solutions.
Other
units in grades K-5
include Plant and
Animal
Secrets,
Spinning Sky, Material Magic, Invisible Forces, The
Birth of Rocks, and Spaceship Earth.
The excitement and
interest in science
has never been
greater. Students are
learning about the
science
that
is
around them every
day and digging deep into scientific phenomena
through these units. We are all looking forward to
exploring more of the mysteries contained in
Mystery Science.
@AntoliniES
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The Mood Meter
As we continue to roll out the RULER approach
with students, we are learning to plot our emotions
on the Mood Meter. The Mood Meter is a RULER
tool that we use to build awareness of our emotions
and the emotions of others. Over time, using the
Mood Meter allows us to recognize, understand and
label our emotions. This awareness allows us to
express and regulate our emotions. We use the
Mood Meter to plot our emotions on two sliding axes
labeled energy and pleasantness. In order to plot
an emotion, you must first think about your physical
and mental energy as well as your level of
pleasantness. Emotions reside in four quadrants on
the Mood Meter, red, yellow, green and blue. The
Mood Meter supports the understanding that there
are no bad emotions, and that our emotions change
throughout the day.
The Mood Meter helps
us to notice how our
emotions influence our
thinking and our actions.
The
purpose
of
understanding
your
emotions is to then set an intention. If the emotion
you are feeling is purposeful and helpful, you may
decide you want to stay there. However, you may be
experiencing an unpleasant emotion and want to
shift. Remembering that all emotions matter and
none are bad, will help to set your intention. For
example, emotions in the green quadrant are where
we do our best learning. Students are learning
strategies to bring their emotions to the green, so
they can be thoughtful about their learning.
Emotions in the red quadrant represent emotions
that are high energy and lower pleasantness.
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Feeling competitive, an emotion
represented in the red quadrant,
is a great emotion for playing
sports. Writers tend to do their
most
creative
work while
experiencing emotions in the
blue
quadrant.
Feeling
motivated in the yellow quadrant is a great emotion
for task completion.
Students are able to check
in on the Mood Meter in a
variety of ways including
individual Mood Meters on
their desks, classroom
posters or digital check ins.
Ms. Marciano has brought
the Mood Meter to life
using the physical space of
the gym to represent
quadrants.
In music,
students are connecting the mood and emotions of
music with the Mood Meter quadrants. The Mood
Meter has been a useful tool for connecting with and
supporting our students throughout their day.
It is important to remember that all emotions are
valid, even when they are unpleasant. The Mood
Meter helps us develop strategies to work with our
emotions to be more personally successful at
achieving our goals. Plotting on the Mood Meter has
become a classroom routine that organically
supports academics. Students are using the Mood
Meter to explain character development and are
strengthening their inferencing skills using the
emotional vocabulary of the Mood Meter. As part of
our New Hartford Public Schools climate goals, we
will continue to promote, enhance and sustain a
positive school climate through the RULER
approach.
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Orton- Gillingham
One of the goals of New Hartford Public
Schools is to improve teaching and learning in a
constantly changing 21st century classroom. The
District uses data driven decision making to drive
student centered learning. Our District has a
continuum of services for students with disabilities.
Some of our students with specific learning
disabilities also present with symptoms of Dyslexia.
The word Dyslexia when broken apart means
“difficulty with words.” The (dys) meaning difficulty
and (lexia) meaning words. All words are language
based: what we speak, what we see, and what we
hear. The important takeaway is that some people
have difficulty with the visual language component
of words which is what can lead to difficulties
learning to read.
Not all people are able to learn to read by
visual cues alone. The great news is that there is
more than one way to teach reading. Reading can
be learned using a structured, multimodal approach
combining seeing, hearing, and feeling with motion.
Approaches such as Orton Gillingham or Programs
such as Wilson and Heggerty are interventions that
the District uses to support foundational literacy
needs.
The Orton Gillingham Approach commonly
called OG is research based and can be used to
develop our learners into competent readers, writers
and thinkers. OG is a type of direct instruction that
can be individualized and delivered to students
either individually, in small groups and even
classroom wide.
At the earliest levels, this
approach breaks apart the components of the
sound symbol relationship, so that students can
identify individual sounds and then blend those
sounds together to read words.
Students
systematically build their skills by picking up on

patterns in isolation via word lists, then short
phrases, sentences etc.. As fluency develops,
vocabulary grows all of which supports
comprehension. The OG approach deepens
student understanding of what they are learning
and why it is important. Finding success in
learning to read lends to motivation and
confidence.
Furthermore,
reading is a critical
foundational skill that must be directly taught.
Research indicates that difficulty with reading is
highly correlated with social and behavioral
problems. Long term, these difficulties are also
correlated with socio-economic impacts. We know
that reading by the end of third grade is a
milestone year because it is when children
transition from learning to read to reading to learn
(reading for comprehension.) As a District, we
recognize this need for urgency around literacy
development and remain committed to building
the capacity of our educators.
This year the District invested in
professional development in the Orton Gillingham
Approach. The District trained (1) speech
language pathologist, (1) special education
teacher
and
later
this
spring
(1)
para/interventionist will be trained. These teachers
will begin working with our learners struggling with
language based learning disabilities while they
complete the rest of their practicum coursework
during the 2021-2022 school year.
In conclusion, the District will continue to
act by ensuring that we have available trained
staff in all buildings. We are very proud to share
our progress and understand the urgency in
prioritizing this work. We are well on our way and
thank you for your continued support and
partnership in improving student outcomes.
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Summer vacation is right around the corner! All of
our students have worked so hard throughout the
entire school year. Throughout the summer, there
are many things that students can do to keep their
learning going. Two of the most important things
that students can do are to read and practice their
math facts every day!
Here are several
opportunities that students can take advantage of
this summer.
Summer Reading Programs
Mrs. Pfeffer will be launching her annual summer
reading program - a Summer Reading Marathon.
Students will keep a log of all the books they read
throughout the summer. Students will submit their
logs to Mrs. Pfeffer the first week back at school.
Then, a group of staff members will walk 10 steps
for every book read. More details will be going
home at the end of the year.

Other organizations such at the town library and
the Connecticut Governor’s office will also offer a
summer reading program. We will pass along
information as soon as we receive it.
For kindergarten and first grade students, reading
for at least 20 minutes every day is crucial to
maintaining all of the skills they acquired this year.
For second and third grade students, the goal is 30
minutes a day. Students in fourth, fifth and sixth
grade should set a goal of 45 minutes a day.

on our district website. Our website will have a list
of book recommendations by grade level.
Online Programs
Throughout this year, students in Kindergarten
through sixth grade have used an online math
program called DreamBox. DreamBox offers
students a variety of math activities. These
activities support and develop their number sense,
computation and problem solving skills.
For students in Kindergarten through second
grade, they have used a program called Lexia
Core5. Lexia supports and develops reading
skills, including phonological awareness, phonics
and fluency.
Students will have access to all of these programs
over the summer through their Clever link. The
Clever link will be posted on our district website.
District Website
Don’t forget to check out our district website, too.
There will be a special page devoted to summer
learning. This page will include many additional
ideas to support reading and math skills.
Screen Free Activities
Flashcards, puzzles, card games, board games
and listening to audiobooks are great screen free
alternatives to support your child’s reading and
math skills over the summer. And don’t forget to
stay active and play outside. Enjoy the sunshine!

If your child is having trouble finding a just right
book, be sure to check with your local librarian or
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