
 

       
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

New Hartford Public Schools Newsletter

Brian Murphy, Superintendent of Schools February 2018 

I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season 
with family and friends. It looks like the winter 
weather is here to stay. The 2017-2018 school 
year is progressing extremely well. There have 
been many new educational initiatives and 
upgrades to the school buildings as well. Our goal 
is continuous improvement across the entire district. 
Our students have taken advantage of these new 
programs and are committed to excellence. We are 
truly blessed to work with your child, and our staff is 
committed to providing the best educational 
opportunities for every student in the district.

 The district started to implement our new 
science curriculum. The curriculum implementation 
includes grade levels delivering new units over the 
next several years. Teachers will continue to 
participate in Professional Development training 
while the units are being developed. These exciting 
new units will focus on the Science Standards that 
were approved by the Connecticut State 
Department of Education. The science units 
revolve around students investigating topics and 
enhancing their problem solving skills. The 
curriculum also focuses on “hands on learning” that 
will pique the interest of every learner. Students will 
learn using the workshop model where students 
share their learning in a student centered learning 
environment.

     The new S.T.E.A.M. program has been very 
popular with the students. Students learn these 
exciting concepts through the Media Specialist’s 
curriculum. We have added the Art component 
to instruction this school year. Students are 
acquiring 21st century skills that will prepare them 
for post secondary education and beyond. There 
is an article in the newsletter that will highlight 
this initiative. 

As you know, we are in the third year of 
delivering the Math Investigations program for 
grades K-5. We are focusing on assessment in 
the curriculum. There will be a “Math Workshop” 
night on February 12, 2018 for parents. The 
program will be from 6:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m. in the 
Antolini School Multi-Purpose Room. Teachers in 
the district will review the new innovative ways 
students are learning math. We have developed 
more rigorous assessments that will help teachers 
inform their instruction. Students will complete 
pre/post-assessments in math. Teachers will be 
able to monitor student growth in a 
comprehensive manner over the course of the 
school year. This is part of our efforts to improve 
rigor across the district. 
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Follow us on Twitter @newhtfd



 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

New Hartford Public Schools Newsletter 

Brian Murphy, Superintendent of Schools                                                          February 2018

 The R.I.S.E.(Resilience/Inclusion/Student 
Centered/Excellence) Program started in the fall. 
The mission of the program is to provide an 
appropriate student centered learning experience 
for each student by utilizing small group and 
individualized instruction that meets the academic, 
social, cognitive needs while using best practice 
models of intervention. Students with specialized 
needs are meeting success in this progressive 
learning environment.

 The Ann Antolini School Building Project is 
completed. The project includes a new roof, 
windows, ADA upgrades, canopy, air conditioning in 
parts of the building, and classroom renovations. 
All of the students are taking pride in all of the 
upgrades and are really enjoying the new learning 
environment. The school looks fabulous! Separate 
from the project, new LED lights replaced the 
current lights in every classroom and hallways in 
the building. In addition to the Antolini School 
Project, new LED lights were installed in Bakerville 
and New Hartford Elementary Schools. The lighting 
projects will save the district thousands of dollars 
over the next several years in electricity costs. 
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Students are impressed with how much brighter 
the schools look. Finally, a new heating control 
system was installed at Bakerville School. This 
system will control the heat in a more efficient 
manner. 

As you can see the 2017-2018 school year has 
started well. Many of the new initiatives continue 
to improve learning opportunities for students. We 
have the most dedicated, talented staff who are 
committed to seeing your child flourish. The 
success of the New Hartford Public School District 
is due to the collaboration of students, parents, 
and staff. We are proud to be given the 
responsibility of educating your child every day, 
and we will continue to do our best every day to 
meet the needs of your children. 

Sincerely, 
Brian Murphy 
Superintendent of Schools 

Follow us on Twitter @newhtfd 
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akerville Consolidated and New Hartford ElementaryB
Principal Notes: Kelly Carroll February 2018 

Town Meetings 

Bakerville and New Hartford Elementary Schools 
hold a very special event each month called a Town 
Meeting. We come together as a school family to 
remind ourselves that we are a team, working 
together to learn from each other and to be the best 
community members that we can be! Town Meetings 
focus on a different theme or topic each month, but 
always support good character, citizenship and 
making learning fun! 

Our October Town Meeting featured a tissue paper 
campfire, which we all gathered around to Ignite our 
Passion for Reading! The students are participating 
in a reading initiative that will certainly light a true 
passion for reading! At each Town Meeting, a 
student or teacher will share their “Hot Pick” of the 
month, and spark our interest in reading it. Each 
classroom gets their own copy! We are keeping 
track of all the books read by students, both at home 
and at school. Monthly, we tally the total of books 
read, and watch our thermometer rise. As of the 
beginning of December, our combined total 
exceeded 7,000 books! This is a tremendous 
accomplishment and a true testament to our 
ambitious young readers and the teachers and 
parents who support them each day. 

Veteran’s Day was the theme of our November Town 
Meeting. We proudly displayed the names of our 
family veterans and current service members in our 
schools. We learned about patriotism and the 
branches of the military. Students waved flags and 
were eager to announce that they had family 
members serving in our armed forces. Every student 
made a card, drew a picture, or wrote a letter 
thanking our veterans for their service. We 
distributed these true gifts of love and thanks to local 
veterans and military personnel. 

At the December Town Meeting, our second graders 
took center stage and led us in singing “We’re 
Gonna’ Ignite the Passion!” Our in-house song 
writers, better known as Mrs. Pietras, Mrs. Mathes 
and Mrs. Traub, along with the help of Mrs. Flower, 
composed this theme song for our reading initiative. 
Our students are passionate about reading and we 
want that fire to always blaze within them! We also 
reflected on being community helpers and good 
citizens by supporting our local families in need 
through our December food drive. Spreading our 
kindness by helping others is very important to us 
and we will continue to support our community 
throughout the year. Kindness and compassion are 
beautifully reflected in the actions of our students! 
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New Hartford Public Schools Newsletter 

Antolini School -
Principal Notes: Amanda Shaw 

February 2018 

Be the reason someone smiles today. 

You may have seen a banner with these words 
hanging near the front door at Ann Antolini 
School. This simple statement embodies what 
we want to instill in our students, and we 
believe that people can choose to spread joy 
each day through acts of kindness and a 
grateful mindset. Each year, we implement 
strategies and activities that we believe will 
support the development of children who 

exhibit compassion and gratitude. This year, 
we will participate in the Look for the Good 
Project for the second time. It was a great 
success last year and had a lasting impact on 
those who participated. 

The goal of the program is to shift from a 
crabby attitude to one of gratitude in order to 
create a kinder community. Throughout the 
program, students and staff reflect on what 
they are thankful for. Each day begins with the 
opportunity for everyone to write grateful 
thoughts on a sticky note. These reflections 
are added to our gratitude wall. By the end of 
the two-week period last year, we had over 
two thousand notes! In addition, there were 
gratitude spots placed around the school for 
students and staff to pause and think about 
what they are grateful for. We compiled some 
of the thoughts and shared a video at our 
closing assembly. 

Another component of this program is You 
Matter cards. These are passed among 
students throughout the two weeks. The cards 
give students the opportunity to recognize 
others who are demonstrating kindness or to 
provide a positive comment to someone who 
needs it. When 
someone gets a 
card, they write 
their initials on it 
and pass it on as 
soon as possible. 
Finally, students are 
able to write a 
message to 
someone who has truly impacted their lives. 
This could be a parent, grandparent, friend, or 
coach. The letter allows them to thank this 
person for what they have done for them. 
When delivering their letters, students are 
encouraged to read their letters aloud, as that 
creates a powerful moment between the writer 
and the recipient. 

Community outreach is another way to 
promote gratitude. To that end, we will be 
identifying a local charitable organization for 
each grade level to support. We want our 
students to understand that giving goods or 
volunteering time are both ways to provide 
meaningful support to others. Further details 
about this effort will be sent in January, and 
Look for the Good information will be shared 
later this winter. 

#newhtfd follow us on Twitter @AntoliniES 
4



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

    

New Hartford Public Schools Newsletter 

Student Services 
Director Notes: Barbara McLean February 2018 

Wellness 

The New Hartford District Wellness Committee 
(DWC) will be continuing the “wellness Center” 
bulletin board in each building. These bulletin 
boards will contain age-appropriate posters with 
information regarding a topic that will change 
monthly. Some examples of topics that will be 
covered are: Healthy Eating, Dental Health, and 
Mindfulness. Look for our new bulletin board the 
next time you are visiting one of our schools! 

The DWC is also responsible for ensuring that the 
district is in compliance with all state and federal 
guidelines by creating and maintaining a Wellness 
Policy including Classroom Celebration Guidelines. 

You can find links for all of the latest health and 
wellness information on the New Hartford Public 
Schools website under “Health Services” and then 
click on “District Wellness Guidelines”. 

Our committee welcomes your feedback. Please 
feel free to reach out anytime to share ideas or ask 
questions! 

5

Everyday at School Matters 

Schools are always looking for ways to make sure that 
daily school attendance is a priority! When researchers 
have looked at what happens when students missed as 
few as one day every two weeks, here’s what they 
found: 

● School absences add up. Kids who aren’t in 
school can’t learn what’s being taught. 

● Missing school becomes a habit. Children 
who miss a lot of school in kindergarten are still 
absent frequently in fifth grade. 

● There is a “clear and consistent 
relationship” between early attendance and 
later academic achievement. Kids who come 
to school in the early grades are still doing well 
in middle and high school. 

New Hartford Public Schools belong to the Truancy 
Task Force organized by the Torrington Youth Services 
Bureau. The focus of this group is to ensure regular 
school attendance. The group has identified some 
common obstacles and tips for parents: 

1. Lack of sleep-Develop a plan so that children 
have a regular sleep schedule; turn off 
electronics at a certain time each night. 

2. Transportation-Create a backup plan in case 
your child misses the bus. 

3. Illness-Have some concrete ways to measure if 
your child should stay home such as having a 
fever or a stomach virus; If there is an ongoing 
medical condition, contact the school to see if a 
medical plan or 504 is appropriate. 

4. Social Problems with Peers-If your child is 
avoiding school due to a situation with a peer, 
contact a representative at the school - we can 
help to facilitate solutions. 

5. Stress-Sometimes kids can feel overwhelmed 
and stressed out about school! Let us help with 
some ideas such as setting up a homework 
routine or extra help. 

Source: Torrington LIST and Attendance Matters 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

New Hartford Public Schools Newsletter 

Music February 2018 

“You’ve Got a Lot to Learn”... 
in Music at Antolini School 

The music classes in the New Hartford 
Public Schools provide a comprehensive program 
that will prepare students for participating in music 
at Northwestern Regional 7 and beyond. Students 
in kindergarten through fourth grade learn 
fundamental music skills that create a solid 
foundation for becoming young musicians. A focus 
is placed on steady beat, rhythm and note reading, 
vocal development, performing skills in percussion 
and recorder, and participation in chorus. As the 
students reach the upper elementary level, musical 
skills and knowledge are greatly expanded in 5th 
and 6th grade: general music becomes more 
diverse, chorus performance continues, and 
instrumental music is added to the children’s 
education. 

Throughout 5th grade general music, 
students begin to learn skills such as counting 
rhythms and writing music on the staff which are 
widely used in ensemble settings. In addition, 
students also learn to compose short pieces, 
continue to strengthen their performing and singing 
skills, and explore music history with a study of the 
Romantic Era. In 6th grade students broaden their 
knowledge of music by learning to improvise 
music, arrange music, compose minimalistic 
pieces, and discover chords and their function 
within a piece of music. Students expand their 
knowledge of music history through songs that 

coordinate with their history units in the classroom 
and by studying 20th Century music.

 Although students begin chorus in fourth 
grade, a fifth and sixth grade chorus is available 
for continuing vocal performance studies. Two 
performances are given each year: one in January 
and one in May. 
Since chorus only 
meets once a 
week for a half 
hour, a new 
program has 
begun to help 
make students feel 
more connected 
as an ensemble. Every month they meet for lunch 
to discuss ideas that they have for the chorus. So 
far the students have designed a chorus-themed 
t-shirt and organized caroling for the last Thursday 
before Christmas break. 

Once students reach 
5th grade, they have 
the opportunity to 
enter the instrumental 
music program 
through band. Here 
students learn a band 
instrument, which 
involves both 
small-group lessons 
and full-band 

rehearsals. In lessons, students carefully select 
an instrument and learn the fundamentals of 
playing and performing: posture, hand position, 
embouchure, air support, tonguing, sticking, tone 
production, and reading music for their particular 
instrument. In sixth grade, students continue to 
review the fundamentals, but also learn to be 
more independent musicians through performing 
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Music February 2018 

chamber music including trios and duets. Students 
in both grades participate in full-band rehearsals in 
which all band students meet together for an hour 
after school each week. Band students in fifth 
grade perform one concert at the end of 
May while sixth grade students perform two 
concerts: one in January and again in May. 

Within the Antolini community this year the 
chorus members sang carols at the end of the day 
on Thursday before break, followed by a 
performance by sixth grade brass students playing 
Christmas songs as students arrived for school on 
Friday. The Christmas season also provides an 
opportunity for students to be involved in a New 
Hartford community event. All students at Antolini 
are invited to participate in Light New Hartford, 
where they sing holiday songs to celebrate the 
lighting of the Christmas tree in the center town. 
Similarly, Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day are 
important events in New Hartford. Each year sixth 
grade trumpet players perform Taps at both 
events in Chapin Park. The students always feel 
honored to be involved in the ceremonies, and the 
veterans love to see the students participate and 
enjoy greeting them at the end of each ceremony. 

Students in the fifth and sixth grade music program 
also participate in several community events. In 
addition to their regular concerts at Antolini, chorus 
and band students also perform in the All-District 
Concert at Northwestern Regional 7. The chorus 
and band perform every other year with members 
of the music programs in Norfolk, Colebrook, and 
Barkhamsted elementary schools, as well as with 
students in the middle and high schools. This 
provides an opportunity for students to get to know 
each other and to be inspired by a higher level of 
music making.

So there is a lot to learn in music at 
Antolini School. Students learn the fundamental 
music skills for becoming a musician: 
improvisation, composition, arranging, and 
instrumental and vocal performance. Appreciation 
of music, personal development, and cooperation 
within the larger ensemble are experienced. An 
understanding of history, culture, and community 
are also essential elements of the program. 
Indeed, there is a lot to learn! 

7
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Talented & Gifted February 2018 

Talented & Gifted Program (TAG) 

Every Monday after school, 11 Ann Antolini 
students in fifth and sixth grade participate in The 
Talented and Gifted program. They work on fun -
but challenging - projects that can help them with 
real life skills. These members make amazing 
projects, while having fun times in between. The 
school started this enrichment program last year. 
It is run by Ms. Schroeder, a fourth grade teacher 
at Ann Antolini. Ms. Schroeder enjoys helping the 
students with all stages of the design process. 
“The things these students create are incredible. 
They really should be proud of themselves,” she 
says. 

Here’s what the students have to say about the
Talented & Gifted Program… 

One member of the TAG program told us, “This 
program is a fun way to exercise your imagination, 
creativity, and mind.” “Here at TAG we have to 
learn how to make a plan, construct, test, and 
modify. These are skills the we know we can use 
in many different fields. We also have to learn 
teamwork and compromise; valuable skills inside 
and outside of the classroom. It makes us think 
about using things in different ways than they are 
typically used, said others.” “ We learn to build 
creatively and we have fun while developing our 
project,” comments another 
TAG member. “We learn that 
when you face a challenge 
you can’t give up. You have 
to persevere.” One group 
found when they tested for 
their rollercoaster that tape 
was blocking the marble from 
going down. They had to take 
apart and rebuild that spot. “It 
was hard but in the end we 
fixed it and now it is better off than it was before,” 
spoke a member from that group. 

Our first project was making an original pinball 
machine. To add to the challenge, we could only 
use duct tape, rulers, cardboard, 
paint, a marble, plastic scraps, 
and rubber bands. “We create 
things using everyday items like 
cardboard and straws,” says one 
Talented & Gifted member. This 
year we voted on our projects. 
Currently, we are building roller 
coasters. It has been 
challenging designing and 
building a track that a marble can go through 
without stopping or falling off. All of our projects 
have themes thought up by the kids. “They lets us 
express ourselves through our themes. Even 
though everyone is doing the same thing we can 
make them unique and individual,” a fifth grader 
comments. It is fun to work with our friends to 
come up with creative ideas that work. We take 
the project and the theme and combine them to 
come up with amazing final products. 

Later this year we are going to tackle a different 
kind of project. We are going to put our minds 
together to help the community. We have started 
brainstorming ideas. Some popular ones are a 
town dog park, a public pool, or updating the 
school playground. 

Every student finds a way to put their skills to use 
at Talented & Gifted. This program helps us think 
creatively and learn skills that could be applied to 
a variety of real life situations. 

8
*Special thanks to Brooke Nelson, Brooke Maloney, Kelsey Gallaway, and Isabella Roepke for their exceptional journalism work.* 
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NHPS Technology Department 
Paul Carmen, Linda Fitzgerald, Karen Pfeffer 

February 2018 

STEAM 

Students in all grade levels have participated 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math) related activities. This year, the Fifth 
Graders were introduced to Caine’s Arcade and 
the Global Cardboard Challenge and were asked 
to create an arcade style game using cardboard 
and other recycled materials. Fourth Graders read 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by John 
Scieszka and were asked 
to create a house from 
either popsicle sticks, 
straws, or Legos that 
could withstand the 
breath of the Big Bad 
Wolf (blowdryer). 
Other activities have 
included marble mazes, 
catapults, and mini 
challenges. 

All students were included in the Hour of Code during 
December and were engaged in Coding Activities 
using Tynker. 
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Read to the Rink 

The Hartford Wolfpack and Sonar came to all three 
schools to kick off this year’s Read to the Rink 
program. Students will be eligible to earn a free 
ticket to a Wolfpack game in March if they read five 
age appropriate books. Parents will be able to 
purchase their tickets at a discounted price. Reading 
logs and additional information are posted in the 
December Friday Folders. 

Twitter 

With the help of social media 
outlets such as Twitter, our 
teachers and administrators 
connect positively with other educators, 
students and parents. 

Mrs. Pfeffer @karenpf02 

Visit our District Twitter Feed on the NHPS 
home page at https://www.newhtfd.org 

Please contact your child’s classroom teacher for 
individual teacher accounts. 

http:https://www.newhtfd.org
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New Hartford Public Schools 
Updated 2017-2018 School Calendar 
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